SMES Presents: The Tartan 2009 Spring Debates
St. Margaret’s Episcopal School cordially invites you to attend the Tartan 2009 Spring Debates to be held on our campus in San Juan Capistrano, CA. We desire to provide an affordable opportunity for all students in our community to improve public speaking and critical thinking skills through a clash of competitive ideas. We look forward to meeting you and to making new friends!
Visitors are encouraged to attend and even to participate. The training and workshops are free to all attendees, and the competition is only $10.00 per person to cover some of the tournament costs.

Topic: 
That, by 2040, the federal government should mandate that all new passenger vehicles and light trucks sold in the United States be powered by alternative fuels. 
Date: 
Saturday, February 21, 2009 and Sunday, February 22, 2009 (Optional)
Contact: 


Bill Eddy, 

Cellular: 714/655-8135


Email: Bill.Eddy@smes.org

Schedule:

Saturday, February 21, 2009

8:45am 
Workshop Registration (Inside the Tartan Center)
9:05am

Demonstration Debate (Optional)

10:00am 
Orientation Meeting for Training (All Students and Mentors)
10:30am 
Training / Lectures “Electives A”
10:55am 
Break* (*Please do not leave the campus; we must try to stay on schedule).

11:15am
Workshop / Activities “Electives A”
12:00pm
Lunch Break** (**Please be back a few minutes early to keep us on schedule).
12:55pm
Training / Lectures “Electives B”
1:20pm 
Break* (*Only 10 minutes - Please do not leave the area near your room).

1:30pm
Workshop / Activities “Electives B”

2:15pm
Orientation Meeting for debating (All Students and Mentors - Workshop Survey)
3:00pm
Round I - Public Forum Style Debate
4:30pm
Leaving Campus (Debating resumes on Sunday at 1:00pm)

Sunday, February 22, 2009

1:00pm 
Registration (Please eat lunch prior – some water/snacks will be available)
*Please do not leave the campus; we will be trying to get ahead of schedule.

1:30pm 
Round II
3:00pm 
Round III
4:30pm
Closing (Workshop/Debate Survey)
4:50pm
Awards Ceremony (Ends at 5:30pm)
Location:


St. Margaret’s Episcopal School (www.smes.org) 

Tartan Center (Upper School)

31641 La Novia, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92675 

For Parking: (See our Campus Map for special parking instructions)
Divisions:


Grade School (5-6th), Middle School (7-8th) & High School (9-12th)

 

Awards:

The “Top 5” or “Top 10%” (whichever is greater) will be recognized for being the top speakers and/or the top teams in each division. Top award winners will receive a trophy and/or a medallion, and all of the participants will receive a nice certificate for their debate/activities portfolio.
Cost:

$20.00 per debate team (or $10.00 per person - we can assign you a partner if necessary).
 
Judging:

We are asking that each participating school provide at least one adult* judge for every three teams that school is bringing. *High school debaters are encouraged to serve as judges/mentors for grade school competitors (possibly middle school as well). Modest pay for judges: $10/round +lunch.
Debate Format: 

We are using the January 2009 National Forensics League (NFL) Public Forum Debate style and topic. For a list of speaking times and responsibilities, please download their three-page PDF document: http://www.nflonline.org/uploads/CoachingResources/PublicForumOverview.pdf.
Training Materials:

I will be putting together some training materials and booklets for any/all of the participants. There is no cost to attend and no cost for the training materials. Please send me an email requesting “Training Materials”, and also please include the name of the school you are affiliated with (especially if you are a home school student/teacher), so that I can maintain an accurate record of the number of schools being serviced by this program. Send requests to Bill.Eddy@smes.org.
